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Summary 
The Committee of European Experts has taken into account all facts including: (a) The 

most recent results of European Randomised Controlled Trials, which proved that the HPV 
DNA test as the primary screening test prevents more cancer precursors (CIN3+) and more 
invasive cervical cancers in comparison to the Pap test. (b) The provision by the current 
edition (2008) of the European Guidelines for Quality Assurance in Cervical Cancer Screening 
for organised pilot application of HPV DNA testing as the primary screening test. The 
Committee of European Experts proposes that all women aged 30-65 undertake an HPV 
DNA test once every 5 years. The undertaking of this new preventive screening test for 
Cypriot women, must be preceded by a period of comprehensive, continuous and full 
information of the public and Health Professionals regarding these issues, as well as one or 
more pilot applications of this new way of testing, with aim the investigation of possible special 
or underlying problems, which may arise during the period of application. The first pilot 
applications of the new program could be funded: (a) By the Cyprus Government in the area 
of Paphos, where a relatively increased incidence of this disease is observed, with an annual 
cost that will not exceed €300,000. (b) By private organisations or health funds with an annual 
cost that will not exceed €1,000 per 100 employees or insured persons. 
 

Notes 
The full proposal can be downloaded from the web-site www.mendelcenter.org and 

has been submitted to the Cyprus Minister of Health and other stakeholders (Gynecologists, 
Cyto- and Histo-pathologists, Μolecular Biologists, Cancer Societies, Women’s Organizations, 
Insurance Companies) for implementation. 
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